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Cost of Raising a Child (Courtesy of FamilyLife)

The government recently calculated the cost of raising a child from birth to 18 and came up with $160,140 for a middle-income
family. Talk about sticker shock. That doesn’t even touch college tuition. For those with kids, that figure leads to wild fantasies about
all the things we could have bought, all the places we could have traveled, all the money we could have banked if not for Michael,
Amanda, and Corey (insert your child’s name).

For others, that number might confirm the decision to remain childless. But $160,140 isn’t so bad if you break it down. It
translates into $8,896.66 a year, $741.38 a month, or $171.08 a week. That's a mere $24.44 a day. Just over a dollar an hour. Still,
you might think the best financial advice says don't have children if you want to be rich. It's really just the opposite.

There’s no way to put a price tag on:
- Feeling a new life move for the first time and seeing the bump of a knee rippling across your skin.
Having someone cry, “It's a boy!” or shout, “It's a girl!” then hearing the baby wail and knowing all that matters is it's
healthy.
Counting all 10 fingers and toes for the first time.
Feeling the warmth of fat cheeks against your breast.
Cupping an entire head in the palm of your hand.
Making out da da or ma ma from all the cooing and gurgling.
What do you get for your $160,1407?
Naming rights. First, middle, and last.
Glimpses of God every day.
Giggles under the covers every night.
More love than your heart can hold.
Butterfly kisses and Velcro hugs.
Endless wonder over rocks, ants, clouds, and warm cookies.
A hand to hold, usually covered with jam.
A partner for blowing bubbles, flying kites, building sand castles, and skipping down the
sidewalk in the pouring rain.
Someone to laugh yourself silly with no matter what the boss said or how your stocks performed that day.

For $160,140, you never have to grow up. You get to finger-paint, carve pumpkins, play hide-and-seek, catch lightning bugs, and
never stop believing in Santa Claus. You have an excuse to keep reading the adventures of Piglet and Pooh and wishing on stars.
You get to frame rainbows, hearts, and flowers under refrigerator magnets and collect spray-painted noodle wreaths for Christmas,
hand prints set in clay for Mother's Day, and cards with backward letters for Father’s Day.

For $160,140, there’s no greater bang for your buck. You get to be a hero just for retrieving a Frisbee off the garage roof, taking
the training wheels off the bike, removing a sliver, filling the wading pool, coaxing a wad of gum out of bangs, and coaching a baseball
team that never wins but always gets treated to ice cream regardless.

You get a front-row seat to history to witness the first step, first word, first bra, first date, first time behind the wheel. You get to be
immortal. You get another branch added to your family tree, and if you're lucky, a long list of limbs in your obituary called
grandchildren. You get an education in psychology, nursing, criminal justice, communications, and human sexuality no college can
match.

In the eyes of a child, you rank right up there with God. You have the power to heal a boo-boo, scare away monsters under the
bed, patch a broken heart, police a slumber party, ground them forever, and love them without limits, so one day they will, like you,
love without counting the cost.



You'll Want to Meet Our
Eighth Graders
by Abigail Cummings

CVA eighth graders are
very unique. Mr. Wall is their
teacher. Of the
eleven students
in eighth grade,
only three are
girls. And three
of them belong
to the same family. Here are
some other interesting facts
about our eighth graders.

Josh Wright is the oldest
in the classroom; Markus
Kaltz is president of the
eighth grade; the favorite
thing Daniel Kaltz likes to
eat is junk food, and
Christian Savoia loves to
joke around.

Josh Burn came to CVA
from Belize and Taurin
Daum went to school in
England. Caleb Young is
really obsessed with math
and Andrew Woodham is
vice president of the eighth
grade class.

Hanna Agresti is the
eighth grade class secretary,
Analise Strassberger loves
frogs and Franky, her cat,
and Kristina Kaltz loves to
play basketball.

| would call this grade a
very cool grade! It's cool that
lots of people like different
things. It's fun because it's
never boring in the
classroom either.

Outside when we are going
to the gym for recess or
coming back, the boys
always get away with
throwing a snowball or the
girls are still pushing each
other over.

| have to say there is never
really a boring moment in my
classroom; that's why we are
unique.

Money Matters
by Ken Ladd

School budget

time is here!

CVA’'s Finance

Committee will be projecting
enrollment for the 2005-2006
school year and asking
guestions such as, What are
the needs of the school as
far as expenses are
concerned? Where do we
find more students?

We do have a special
blessing to report this time.
When Mr. Clyde Dailey
passed away he willed
several pieces of property to
the church/school. These
have all been sold now, but
for several years the school
has been holding a note on
one of the properties.
Recently the owners decided
to refinance and pay the note
off. As a result we now have
over $60,000 to apply on the
Revolving Fund loan or to
use in paying the school’s
bills for the rest of this school
year. The School Board will
make this decision.

We ask for your prayers in
behalf of CVA as we look to
the Lord for guidance. He is
the head of this school and
he will guide the Finance
Committee as they work to
put together a budget that we
can live with.

Bible Gem
by Daniel
Kaltz

Our Bible verse for this
issue is John 3:16: “For God
so loved the world that He
gave his only Son so
whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have
everlasting life.”

A father and his son and
the son’s friend went on a
boat trip. They were out at
sea when a storm hit and in
a moment both of the boys
were thrown overboard.

The father was faced with a
dilemma—either save his
son, whom he loved dearly,
or save the other boy. He
knew that his son was safe in
Jesus, while the other boy
wasn’t.

Shouting “I love you, son,”
the father threw the other
boy the rope. Moments later
the son was under the water.

After the sermon, two boys
came up to the preacher and
said, “Good story, but very
unrealistic for the father.”

The preacher looked down
at the boys and said, “You're
right, but you see, | was the
son’s friend.”
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CVA News of Note

There are a lot of things
going on here at CVA these
days. The Northern New
England Conference Art
Clinic was well attended and
those taking part in the
different classes offered had
some very nice work to
exhibit in the art show at the
close.

Although the weather did
not cooperate as well as
hoped for, still the Calvary
Mountain ice/snow sculpture
was beautifully done and
very thought  provoking.
Trudy Wright, conference
education director, and those
who taught the seminars are
to be commended.

Early in March we hosted
seventh and eighth graders
and high school students at
CVA'’s Academy Day.

Academy students, along
with several teachers and
parents, will leave Monday,
March 7, for Florida. Focus
of the mission trip this year
will be to work with Habitat
for Humanity as they help
hurricane victims. The group
will return March 15.

Also in March, CVA will
host a weekend Youth Rally
directed by the Northern New
England Conference Youth
Department.

Home and School News

Our fearless leader, Sue
LeBlanc, is at home now
recuperating from recent
surgery. At last report she
was doing well, and trying to
be patient as she is mostly
quietly resting.

The weather has not been
cooperative with the very
important program on
computer safety scheduled in
February but canceled due to
inclement weather, and then
canceled again when March
came in like a lion with a big
storm.  Watch for further
news about this program.

Recipe for a Winter Day

Many of us have enjoyed
Mary Downs’ melt-in-your-
mouth whole wheat rolls.
Why not try making them one
of these winter days!

Mary’s Whole
Wheat Crescent
Rolls

\l_!/
2 T. dry yeast
dissolved in 2 c. lukewarm
water and add:
Y4 c. oll
Y c. honey
1 egg
Mix together and add:
2 c. whole wheat flour
Y c. soy flour
% c. wheat germ
1%t salt
1 % to 3 c. unbleached white
flour

Knead into soft ball.

Place in large
greased bowl.
Cover. Let rise.

Divide risen dough in
two. Roll out one part in
pizza pie shape. Cut into 16
pieces. Roll from outer edge
to inside. Place on greased
cookie sheet. Repeat with
second portion. Let rise.
Bake at 375 degrees 16-18
minutes.

Math Teaser
by David
Zabaleta

You remember
our last math
teaser was about
a trip to the mall by Alexei,
Katie, Roscoe, and Wenda
and you were to figure out
how much money (to the
nearest whole dollar) did
each person have when they
began the day's shopping
excursion? The answer is:
Alexei began with $55.
Katie began with $40.
Roscoe began with $40.
Wenda began with $63.

Our next teaser is After
School Snacks and has two
parts.

Shawn gets an allowance
of $5 every other Sunday for
doing chores. He likes to
stop on his way home from
school and buy a healthy
shack. His favorite treat
costs $0.65.

1. How many of these
snacks can Shawn afford
every two weeks?

After buying as many of
these snacks with his $5 as
possible, Shawn
puts his left over
allowance in his
piggy bank. He
is saving to buy
a calculator.
The model he wants costs
$8.95. (It performs integer
division and operations with
fractions!)

2. How many weeks will it
take him to save enough for
the calculator?




Looking Ahead. . ..
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7-15
11,12
18, 19
24

25

27

29

31-Apr 2

9:00 am

March

Youth Church

CVA Mission Trip

Home Leave

NNEC Youth Rally Weekend

End of Third Quarter

Noon Dismissal, Home Leave

SAT

Parent-Teacher Conferences canceled,
school will meet all day

NNEC Music Clinic; Pine Tree Academy

Central Vermont Academy
317 Vine Street
Berlin-Barre, VT 05641

Birthdays

21
31

1,2

March

Daniel Kaltz

Markus Kaltz

Emily Cummings
Brooke Carrier
Esther Willtshire

24
25
26

April

Mr. LeBlanc

Mrs. Kaltz

Ben English
Kristina Kaltz
Andrew Woodhams
Zachary Suddaby
Dylan McTigue

April

NNEC Music Clinic

Home Leave

Teacher Inservice

School Board Meeting

Noon Dismissal

Italian Festival (Jr/Sr Trip Fundraiser)
12-15 Junior/Senior American History Trip
15 Noon Dismissal, Home Leave

5:30 pm

© 00 oW

7:30 pm

18-22 Spring Break, No School
28 3-7 pm Parent-Teacher Conferences
29 Noon Dismissal
Elementary Open House
Vespers
30 SA Activities

Important Notice!!!

The date for the Parent-Teacher Mid-Quarter
Conference has been changed. It was originally
scheduled for March 29, but has been changed
to April 28. March 29 will be a full day of school.

School will dismiss at noon on April 28 and parent-

teacher conferences for all grades may be scheduled
by appointment between 3:00 and 7:00 pm.

Please note this change on your calendar!



